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On Sept. 30 in Paris, the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD)
development assistance committee released a report on official aid in 1990. According to the report,
OECD member-nations spent $54.1 billion on development aid last year, up 4% compared to 1989.
Official aid as a proportion of combined gross national products increased from 0.34% in 1989 to
0.35% in 1990. The United Nations target is 0.7%. The committee estimated overall official aid from
all donors to have reached $62.1 billion last year, up from $52.3 billion in 1989. The report, normally
published annually around mid-year, was delayed for nearly three months due to squabbling
between the US and other major donors over whether to permit including military debt writeoffs as part of official development assistance. The diplomats said Japan, Germany and smaller
European donors including the Nordic countries strongly objected to a US attempt to include a
major cancellation of military debt owed to it by Egypt in Washington's aid figure. In absolute
terms, the US topped the donor list in 1990 with net disbursements of $11.366 billion. Next in the
ranking were Japan, $9.069 billion, and France and Germany with $6.571 billion and $6.32 billion,
respectively. US aid as a share of GNP came to 0.21%, and Japan's, to 0.31%. The aid/GNP "frontrunners" were Norway, at 1.17%; the Netherlands, 0.94%; Denmark, 0.93%; and, Sweden, 0.9%.
France, at 0.55%, was the leading donor among the Group of Seven (G-7). Canada, at 0.44% and
disbursements totaling $2.47 billion, was in second position, followed by Germany, with 0.42%.
Italian aid, at $3.395 billion, fell to 0.32% of GNP in 1990 from 0.42% in 1989. British aid, at $2.647
billion, was down in real terms from 0.31 to 0.27%. (Basic data from AFP, 09/30/91)
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